
Free Response Questions for Unit 5: World War I 

You must answer BOTH questions.  

Prompt A:  Describe three or more long term causes of World War I. (Standard 10.5.1) 

4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the response may 
 Clearly define or describe four long term causes of World War I. 
 Explain how all four causes contributed to tensions before World War I 
 Skillfully support each description with detailed, historically accurate examples 

  
3.0  Clearly define or describe three causes of World War I. 

 Explain how all three causes contributed to the tensions before World War I 
 Provide at least one specific, historically accurate example of one motive. 

  
2.0  Describe or define three long term causes of World War I 

  
1.0 Partial understanding of some of the simple details of the 2.0 content, but not the 3.0 content 
0 No understanding demonstrated 

 

Prompt B:  Explain the impact of total war on civilian populations (10.5.1) 

4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the response may 
 Describe at three or more specific historic examples of total war and explain how each 

example affected civilian life. 
 Explain how total war contributed to one or more of the following: 

 nationalism 
 changing roles for women 
 attitudes and expectations in the colonies 

  
3.0  Clearly define total war. 

 Describe at least two specific historic examples of total war and explain how each 
example affected civilian life. 

 Define propaganda and explain its role in total war. 
  

2.0  Define total war. 
 List two examples of total war. 

  
1.0 Partial understanding of some of the simple details of the 2.0 content, but not the 3.0 content 
0 No understanding demonstrated 

 

 


