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How did reform movements attempt to transform society?

The Industrial Revolution and Reform Movements
The Industrial Revolution was a time of great social, economic, and political change. These changes
encouraged different people in society to develop reform movements, or group actions, to solve these
problems. Every reform movement had reasons for starting and a set of goals they wanted to accomplish.
These reform movements used certain strategies to accomplish their goals. Often, these movements faced
opposition.

Causes Goals Strategy Opposition Effects

Major events that
exposed problems and
inequities led to the

start of reform
movements.

Reform movements
had a variety of goals,
or purposes. Many

movements sought to
change specific laws.

To meet their goals,
leaders used a variety
of strategies, or tactics
to make their voices

heard.

Reform movements
faced opposition, or
disagreement from
people who did not

want society to
transform.

Despite opposition,
some reform

movements had
effects, or results, such

as changes in law.

Comparing Industrial Revolution Reform Movements
➡Directions: As you read the documents, complete this chart and cite the documents. Example: (Doc 1A)

Causes Goals Strategy Opposition Effects

Labor Reform
Movements



Causes Goals Strategy Opposition Effects

Women’s
Suffrage
Movements

Task 1: Select one reform movement and complete the contextualization paragraph below using the sentence
starters.

Context for Industrial
Revolution

The Industrial Revolution was a time of great social, economic, and political change. These
changes encouraged different people in society to develop reform movements, or group
actions to solve these problems.

Causes
The ____________________________ movement started because…

Goals The goals of this reform movement were to…

Strategies To meet these goals, they used strategies such as…



Opposition This movement faced opposition from…

Effects Even though they faced this opposition, some effects of this reform movement were…

Task 2: Identify and explain a similarity or difference between the challenges or opposition faced by both
reform movements. Be sure to include evidence in your response.

Task 3: Identify and explain a similarity or difference between the tactics or strategies used by both reform
movements. Be sure to include evidence in your response.



Document 1a
Richard Oastler

This was a flag used by the 19th century labor reformer Richard Oastler.

Richard Oastler was a clothing merchant. In 1830, he attempted to reform working hours by writing a
letter to the newspaper Leeds Mercury. In his article, he criticized the employment of young children in
factories. Luckily, his letter was read by John Hobhouse, a Member of Parliament. Hobhouse sought to
introduce a bill limiting child labor. After the bill was published, workers formed Short Time Committees.
These committees worked to promote the passage of the bill in Parliament by holding meetings, mass
demonstrations, and collecting signatures. Even though the bill passed, it did not cover all industries and
long work days persisted for many workers. Richard Oastler intensified his work and began to lead the
Ten Hour Movement. At the same time, he encouraged workers to strike and child workers to sabotage
factory equipment.

Adapted from: Parliment.UK "The 1833 Factory Act", accessed November 7, 2019; The National Archives. "The 1833 Factory Act", accessed November 7, 2019; UK
Archives Hub. "Oastler Richard 1789-1861 Manufacturer", accessed on November 7, 2019

Document 1b
British Factory Legislation

1833 Parliament passed a Factory Act, which forbade nearly all textile mills from employing children
under eleven years, and prohibited children between eleven and thirteen from working more than
forty-eight hours a week, or nine in a single day. It also prohibited youths between the ages of thirteen
and eighteen from working more than sixty-nine hours a week, or twelve in a single day. These work
periods were to include an hour and a half for meals. Children under thirteen were required to have two
hours of schooling per day.

1847 The Ten Hours Act limited the workday to ten hours for women and children who worked in
factories.

1880 The first Employers’ Liability Act granted compensation to workers for on-the job injuries not their
own fault.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Oastler#/media/File:Richard_Oastler_flag.jpg
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/19thcentury/overview/factoryact/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/f14c0f4a-66e5-381e-a964-1d5cbf97cc04


Source: NYS Global History and Geography Regents Exam, January 2002.

Document 1c
Enforcement of British Factory Legislation

Factory Inspectors report – British Parliamentary Papers (1836) No 353. Accessed on November 7, 2019.

Document 2a
The National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (1897)

During the Industrial Revolution in the 1800s, many European middle-class women were expected to
stay at home with their children while their husbands worked. They were not encouraged to be part of
political life. Still, women wanted the right to suffrage, or the right to vote. In 1867, John Stuart Mill
presented a petition for women's suffrage in Great Britain. With the failure of this attempt, Lydia Becker
started the first women's suffrage committee in Manchester, Great Britain. Her committee encouraged
the founding of other committees and by 1897, these separate committees all united as the National
Union of Women's Suffrage Societies.

British suffragists faced opposition and challenges from those who did not support women’s suffrage.
These people became known as anti-suffragists. Anti-suffragists included both men and women. Some
anti-suffragists believed that women were too emotional to vote responsibly. Others believed that
women belonged at home, not in the government and if they got involved in political life, then homes
would be abandoned and children left unkempt. Anti-suffragists repeatedly blocked attempts to address
suffrage in Parliament.

Adapted from: Scholastic Teacher, Grolier, "Women’s Suffrage", accessed October 24, 2018; European History: Virginia Tech - Digital History Reader,"Module 02:
Should Women Vote? The Politics of Suffrage", accessed October 24, 2018; Bush, Julia (British Library). "The anti-suffrage movement", Accessed on November 7, 2019;

Riddell, Fern (British Library). "Suffragettes, violence and militancy", Accessed on November 7, 2019

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/source-1/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/suffrage/history.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/suffrage/history.htm
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/the-anti-suffrage-movement
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/suffragettes-violence-and-militancy


Document 2b
NUWSS Propaganda

These leaflets were produced between 1912
and 1914 by the National Union of Women’s
Suffrage Societies (NUWSS). Led by Millicent
Fawcett, the NUWSS used parliamentary
procedure to try to achieve its aims, lobbying
MPs through petitions, public meetings and
letters, while influencing public opinion via local
branch activities. Propaganda, often in the form
of leaflets, played an important role in this.

Image and caption text is courtesy of the British Library.

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/nuwss-pamphlets




Document 2c

Adapted from: Scholastic Teacher, Grolier, "Women’s Suffrage", accessed October 24, 2018; European History: Virginia Tech - Digital History Reader,"Module 02: Sh

Document 2d
Women's Social and Political Union (1903)

Frustrated by this opposition and the slowness of change, some women became more militant, or
aggressive, and engaged in activities some would call terrorism today. Emmeline Pankhurst, along with
daughters Christabel and Sylvia, founded the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) in 1903. Her
followers, called "suffragettes." These suffragettes heckled or mocked politicians, practiced civil
disobedience, or refusal to obey certain laws, started riots, led hunger strikes and more.

Christabel Pankhurst wrote, “If men use explosives and bombs for their own purpose they call it war [...]
and the throwing of a bomb that destroys other people is then described as a glorious and heroic deed.
Why should a woman not make use of the same weapons as men. It is not only war we have declared.
We are fighting for a revolution!” The suffragettes began to engage in acts of arson and bombing to push
for women's right to vote. By the end of 1912, 240 people had been sent to prison for militant
suffragette activities. While in prison, some faced force feeding torture. Action continued despite the
arrests. Suffragettes engaged in tactics like smashing glass cabinets, placing dangerous chemicals in post
boxes, cutting telegraph wires, burning down teahouses, destroying artwork, and more.

Adapted from: Scholastic Teacher, Grolier, "Women’s Suffrage", accessed October 24, 2018; European History: Virginia Tech - Digital History Reader,"Module 02:
Should Women Vote? The Politics of Suffrage", accessed October 24, 2018; Bush, Julia (British Library). "The anti-suffrage movement", Accessed on November 7,

2019; Riddell, Fern (British Library). "Suffragettes, violence and militancy", Accessed on November 7, 2019

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/suffrage/history.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/suffrage/history.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/suffrage/history.htm
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/the-anti-suffrage-movement
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/the-anti-suffrage-movement
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/suffragettes-violence-and-militancy

