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Europe Between the Wars DBQ: 
the new guys



Europe in 
1919 (after 
Treaty of 
Versailles 

ended WWI)
The German, Austria-

Hungarian and 

Ottoman Empires were 

all broken into new 

states & new countries 

like Poland, 

Czechoslovakia, and 

Yugoslavia were 

formed



Part 1: Germany

http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/images/d/de1919.gif


Germany: Document 1

Source A: Treaty of Versailles



Germany: Document 1 Questions

 1. What happened in Germany after WWI?

 2. How did this make the German people feel?



Adolf Hitler (1889-1945)

 Received Iron Cross in WWI 
 Deeply depressed after 

Germany’s loss in WWI
 Leader in the Beer Hall 

Putsch uprising of 1933
 Rose up as leader in Nazi 

Party (NSDAP)
 1933 – became Chancellor of 

Germany
 German dictatorship began







Germany

 3. Having read through the last three slides, how did 
Hitler become leader of the Nazi political party?



Mein 
Kampf

 Expresses spirit of the Nazi Party

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Ac.meinkampf.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:MeinKampf1933Edition.jpg


Thoughts from Mein Kampf



Germany

 4. Having read the comments on the last slide from 
Hitler’s book, what can we learn about him or his goals as 
a leader?



Source C: After entering Danzig, the Nazi troops stormed the central post 
office in the start of WWII in 1939.

(http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4616222,00.html)

5. By looking at this photo, assume how technologically 
advanced the Nazis were.



Source D: Typical Nazi Propaganda

6: In this propaganda what 
did Hitler want to 
encourage?

(uncp.edu)



(schikelgruber.net)

Source F: German children read an anti-Jewish propaganda 
book titled DER GIFTPILZ ( "The Poisonous Mushroom"). The 
girl on the left holds a companion volume, the translated 
title of which is "Trust No Fox." Germany, ca. 1938.

(ushmm.org)Source E: A parade of women on the street waiting
For Hitler to come.

7. To what extent did Hitler go to 
spread his views to his country of 
Germany in his reign?



8. Into what other countries did Hitler stretch his control?
9. What countries had the most fear of German take-over?

Source I:



Part II: Italy



Italy: Document 1

 Document 1: The Ambassador in Italy (Long) to the Secretary of State, [Telegram: Paraphrase], ROME, 
February 14, 1935, 7 p. m., [Received February 14-3 :40 p. m.] 

 All information recently obtained points to a more general preparation for an extensive campaign in Abyssinia 
than has been indicated by the Italian Government in its various announcements. Supplies and military forces 
are moving clandestinely. Concerted effort is being made to prevent any information getting out as to the size 
or general nature of shipments. Movements are being made by night and troops called up are kept in barracks 
and denied freedom. 

 I have been informed today from sources deemed to be reliable that 30,000 troops have left the port of Naples; 
that the movement now under way contemplates the use in Ethiopia of some 200,000 or 300,000 troops; and 
that the troops which are now or have recently been in Tripoli, and thus have had tropical experience, are 
being moved to Ethiopia and are being replaced by the newly formed forces from Italy. 

 It is learned from another trustworthy source that the communiqué of the Italian Government mentioned in 
my No. 65, February 11, 5 p. m., was misleading in that the class of 1911, though ostensibly called in sufficient 
numbers to bring the divisions to war strength, was actually called to form these divisions as the regiments 
comprising them had already left clandestinely for unknown destinations by the time the communiqué had 
been issued. 

 (continued on next slide)



Italy: Document 1

 Mechanical, motor and air service specialists are being called from the reserves and from the militia of the 
classes as far back as 1895 and 1893. Factories for the manufacture of trucks, tanks and artillery at and around 
Milan are working day and night shifts. 

 Principal movements consist of motor, air and light artillery and, in addition to Naples, embarkation is 
proceeding from Venice, Messina, Ancona and probably from Leghorn. Supplies are leaving from Genoa, Venice 
and Trieste, as well as from Naples. 

 All of these movements are being camouflaged by the use of regular merchant-marine without the use of war 
vessels. The Navy has not participated. If it were to do so, either as carrier or as convoy, it would advertise the 
movement. Moreover in the absence of an Abyssinian Navy, there is no need for protection and the passage of 
regular merchant ships through Suez would cause no comment nor evoke criticism, even should the authorities 
there be disposed to object. 

 Press stories justifying Italy's action under Paris, London and Geneva date lines, which are reprinted in full or in 
part in the Italian press, are preparing public opinion, but there has not been a single story under any Italian 
date line or a single editorial comment on this subject in any Italian newspaper, which constitutes an unusual 
departure from the established custom. 

LONG 
 Source: U.S., Department of State, Publication 1983, Peace and War: United States Foreign Policy, 1931-1941 (Washington, D.C.: U.S., Government Printing Office, 1943, pp. 

248-249.




Italy: Document 1 Questions

 10. What does this article suggest about the 
powers and beliefs of fascist Italy?

 11. What does this article suggest about the 
power of the state?



Italy: Document 2

 Document 2: Fascist troops march into Ethiopia
 The Guardian, Thursday 3 October 1935 14.35 BST 

 Mussolini's Fascist troops marched into Ethiopia today - and as the war-drums called Emperor Haile Selassie's
people to fight, the League of Nations in Geneva was facing its greatest test since it was formed in 1919. 

 Mussolini has long coveted Ethiopia, the only independent black state to survive the scramble for Africa, which 
inflicted such a humiliating defeat on Italy at Adowa in 1896, which he is determined to avenge. 

 Although the Ethiopians are resisting strongly, in spite of being attacked by gas, the real question is whether or 
not the league has any teeth to counter aggression. Ethiopia has cabled the league, claiming that the first 
bombs on the country struck a hospital bearing the Red Cross. Neither Britain nor France - the most interested 
of the world powers - seems anxious to intervene. Between them, they can close the Suez Canal to Italian 
troopships, but France is treaty bound with Italy not to oppose the invasion, and Britain's Foreign Secretary, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, does not want to alienate Mussolini and drive him into the arms of Hitler. Although many 
Members of Parliament are pleading for sanctions against Italy, he has made it clear that he will seek a 
"breathing space" before taking steps. 

 For millions of Britons who have enjoyed a sweltering summer, events in Ethiopia are little more than a 
sideshow; the US, impotent because it is outside the League, can do nothing except express outrage. But some 
observers see ominous overtones as a well-armed European power vents its power against a near-primitive 
African nation. In every town and village in Italy, 40 million people were ordered to gather to listen to Mussolini 
defy any move by the League of Nations. "We will answer with our discipline and our abstemiousness and our 
spirit of sacrifice," he told his captive radio audience.

 This article was published on guardian.co.uk at 14.35 BST on Thursday 3 October 1935.



Italy: Document 2 Questions

 12. What does the article suggest about the will 
of Italians to take on fascism?

 13. What does it suggest about Allied powers, 
particularly the US, and their willingness to 
intervene?



Italy: Doc 3



Italy: Document 3 Questions

 14. What does the main picture suggest about the 
Italian views of the world during the Interwar period?

 15. What is the significance of Italy portrayed as an 
island and how does this relate to the fascist 
movement?



Italy: Document 4

 Document 4

 In 1932 Mussolini wrote (with the help of Giovanni Gentile) and entry for the Italian 
Encyclopedia on the definition of fascism. 

 Fascism, the more it considers and observes the future and the development of 
humanity quite apart from political considerations of the moment, believes neither in 
the possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It thus repudiates the doctrine of 
Pacifism -- born of a renunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice in the face of 
sacrifice. War alone brings up to its highest tension all human energy and puts the 
stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have courage to meet it. All other trials are 
substitutes, which never really put men into the position where they have to make the 
great decision -- the alternative of life or death.... 



Italy: Document 4 Questions

 16. How does fascism compare to Nazi ideals?

 17. How does it compare to communist ideals?



Education in Fascist Italy

Organization
Age

Group
Uniform

Sons of the She 

Wolf
4 to 8 Black shirt

Balilla 8 to 14
Black shirt, black cap, shorts, 

grey socks

Avanguardista 14 to 18

Same as Balilla except 

knickerbockers instead of 

shorts.

Mussolini wanted a nation of warriors. Boys were expected to 

grow into fierce soldiers who would fight with glory for Italy while 

girls were expected to be good mothers who would provide Italy 

with a population that a great power was expected to have.



Did you know???

 Mussolini believed that his Italy had a 

smaller population than it should have. 

Women were encouraged to have 

children and the more children brought 

better tax privileges. Families were 

given a target of 5 children. Mothers 

who produced more were warmly 

received by the Fascist government. In 

1933, Mussolini met 93 mothers at the 

Palazzo Venezia who had produced 

over 1300 children - an average of 13 

each!



Part IV: Japan



Japan: Document 1

As the American embargoes on oil strained the Japanese economy, Prime Minister Hideki Tojo insisted that if the United States
and Japan cannot negotiate, then Japan would have to fight. In addition to this, the Japanese were convinced that they’d have
to fight the United States anyway to secure access to the raw materials of European colonies in Southeast Asia.

-Gary D. Allinson; Professor of Modern Japanese History



Japan: Document 1 Questions

 18. What did economic precedence suggest of Hideki Tojo’s concern with 
power?

 19. According to the newspaper document above, it states that Japan had 
raided Guam and Panama as well. To what extent was Hideki Tojo’s military 
aggression a totalitarian act? And justify why his actions are viewed as 
aggressive totalitarianism.

 20. How far do you think totalitarian rulers go to acquire power?

 21. It is said that Hideki Tojo’s act on Pearl Harbor was unjust and treachery, 
though Hideki Tojo claim it was all done to release the stain on his economy.  
Do you agree or disagree with Hideki Tojo’s actions on attacking Pearl Harbor? 



Japan: Document 2

Tojo was a militarist, believing that military interests should be foremost. The Manchurian 
Incident was an event where an explosion occurred on a Japanese-run railway in 
Manchuria in 1931. It was blamed to the Chinese by militarists to use as an excuse to 
occupy Manchuria. This ultimately led to the aggression of the Sino-Japanese War (1937-
1945). Then, the United States imposed economic pressure to the Japanese to halt the 
Japanese aggression.

Modern Japanese History



Japan: Document 2 Questions

 22. Now according to this above passage, what do you 
now think of the Japanese trying to free themselves of 
economic strain by the United States? 

 23. Is it safe to say that militaristic ideology parallels with 
totalitarianism? Explain.



Japan: Document 3

(The red line in this picture shows greatest extent of 

Japanese control.)

“Justice has nothing to do with victor nations and vanquished 
nations, but must be a moral standard that all the world's 
peoples can agree to. To seek this and to achieve it - that is true 
civilization.”                                     -Hideki Tojo



Japan: Document 3 Questions

 24. The political cartoon was drawn as a result of President Roosevelt 
regarding Tojo’s executions on captured American airmen as “barbarous”. 
What does this suggest on Tojo’s militaristic policies? 

 25. Does the cartoon serve as a representation of outside views on Tojo’s 
dictatorial rule?

 26. According to the map, Tojo gained a lot of control. If Tojo’s successes in 
militaristic events did not wane, would Japan have succeeded in further 
imperialism of East Asia? 

 27. Is imperialism necessarily a trait of totalitarianism? Explain.



Part V: USSR (former Russia)

http://workmall.com/wfb2001/russia/russia_history_index.html


Soviet Union Info: Read first!

 Russia was renamed the Soviet Union (USSR) in 1922, 
after the Russian Revolution and Lenin had taken power

 It was eventually divided into 15 separate political 
republics

 Lenin nationalized industry, but produced less than 
before the war



Soviet Union Info: Read First!

 Lenin’s New Economic Policy
 Major industries under government control (heavy industry, 

communications, transportation, credit system)
 Allowed some free enterprise (individuals could buy, sell, or trade 

farm products)
 Allowed some private business among peasants 
 New class of businessmen arose called Nepmen (traded domestic 

goods and helped manufacturers get supplies)
 Tried to get peasants to farm collectively



Soviet Union: Read First!

 Collective farms – land was pooled into large farms on 
which people worked together as a group.  On a collective 
farm, peasants shared the scarce modern machinery



Soviet Union: Read First!

 1928 – Joseph Stalin 
became leader of the 
Soviet Union, ended the 
NEP

 Implemented the Five 
Year Plan for economic 
growth

 Forced people to obey 
the demands of the 
Communist Party

Leon Trotsky



Soviet Union: Read First!

 Stalin’s Five Year Plan
 Set ambitious agriculture, industrial, and social goals

 Peasants forced to join collective farms (all farms would be 
merged or people would suffer punishment)

 Those who tried to keep own land faced execution, exile, or 
imprisonment)

 Actually decreased agriculture production – millions died due to 
famine and crop failure

 Industry soared (especially steel production)



Soviet Life under Stalin: Read First!

 Created a second Five 
Year Plan – results 
similar to first

 People were ruled by 
fear

 Religious worship 
discouraged – priests 
and rabbis were 
imprisoned or executed

 Religious learning 
outlawed

 Works of artists, writers, 
and musicians censored

 Supreme Soviet –
parliamentary body –
met twice a year

 Council of Ministers held 
executive & 
administrative authority

 Most power – Politburo 
(Political Bureau) – small 
committee controlled by 
Stalin

 Stalin was a dictator 
with almost complete 
authority



Soviet Life under Stalin: Read First!

 1934 – important Communist official assassinated

 Stalin responded with a purge – large scale elimination of 
party members who were supposedly disloyal (purge 
expanded to general population)

 1939 – over 5 million arrested, deported, imprisoned in 
forced labor camps (gulags), or killed



Soviet Life under Stalin: Read First!

 Soviets supported Communism International or 
Comintern

 Comintern worked to overthrow democracies by 
urging workers in other countries to rebel –
caused fear and suspicion outside the USSR



Soviet Union: Questions

 28. When did Joseph Stalin take control of the Soviet 
Union?

 29. What was life like for people in the Soviet Union?

 30. How was the government organized?

 31. What were gulags?



Soviet Union: Document 1



Soviet Union: Document 1 Question

 32. What is Stalin trying to do in this speech?  What 
method is he using to accomplish his goal?



Soviet Union: Document 2



Soviet Union: Document 2 Questions

 33. What is the goal of this 5 year plan?  



Soviet Union: Document 3 Questions

 34. Was communism working for the Soviet people?  Why 
or why not?



Summative Question

 35. How is this new aggression in Europe and the Pacific 
going to affect other powers worldwide?


