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STUDENT MATERIALS

Group Name:UNDERSTANDING THE CAUSES OF WORLD WAR I

Directions: Read “A Not So Great War,” the first major section of the article “Crisis and Conflict on the Global Stage.” Pick two assertions Saul Straussman makes 
in the article that relate to the theme you’ve been assigned. For each assertion, do some research to find one external source that either corroborates or opposes 
what Straussman wrote. Note if you think he left out any important details. Then, write about whether you agree or disagree with Straussman based on the 
evidence you found.

Theme: 

Assertion 1: Sources:

Assertion 2: Sources:
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